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letter from Editor

Hello!
Thank you for picking up our latest issue of “Embrace Grace Place.” This year, we are celebrating our 30th year! Grace Place 
opened as Animas Crisis Pregnancy Center in April of 1990. Gary Pinion, Senior Pastor of then “Exciting Tabernacle Baptist 
Church,” Tammie Bacon, Jeannie Wyatt, Leslie Fitz, Bill Fortner, Karin Britt, Mark Frederick, Lisa Dible, and Gordon Crane, 
Jr. were some of the founding committee/board members. They were instrumental in providing a strong foundation of 
prayer and financial support that helped make Grace Place Pregnancy and Health Center what it is today.

Today, our board membership consists of Eli Wyatt (yes, his mother was one of the founding members), Patrick Manchester, 
Leah Jonas, Melissa Montoya, Stephanie Grijalva, Bryan Crawford and Kathy Banks.

I am the third Executive Director in the pregnancy center’s 30-year history. I am beyond blessed and humbled that God 
chose me to follow in the footsteps of two amazing women; Sue Schlauger 1990-2004 and Debbie Joslin 2004-2016.  
Both women were so passionate about LIFE. They cared so deeply for women facing an unplanned or crisis pregnancy. 
Boy did I have huge shoes to fill! I felt completely unqualified, yet so encouraged when I heard God whisper … “Step out 
in Faith, Heather, and rely on Me!” A wise friend once told me, God does not call the qualified, He calls the unqualified 
and equips them.

God has called many people to be involved in Grace Place through its 30-year history for one common mission. That 
mission is to offer unconditional care and support with pregnancy issues and healthy lifestyle choices, affirming LIFE in 
every situation. Many lives have been saved and transformed. Not just clients, but staff, volunteers, and donors too. This 
magazine shares some of those stories. Enjoy and be encouraged!

With Much Love and Encouragement,

Heather Faverino
Grace Place Executive Director
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Grace Place Pregnancy and Health 
Center exists to offer unconditional 
care and support with pregnancy 
issues and healthy lifestyle choices, 
affirming LIFE in every situation.

Whether a pregnancy test is 
negative or positive ...

Whether a women is 
abortion vulnerable or not ...

Miracles happen at Grace Place 
everyday!

GRACE PLACE PREGNANCY 
AND HEALTH CENTER

4801 North Butler, Suite 3102
Farmington, New Mexico 87401

PHONE: 505.327.4747

FAX: 505.327.2025

www.graceplacecenter.org

EMBRACE
2019 Issue

© Grace Place Pregnancy & Health Center. All Rights Reserved.

We are a LIFE-affirming pregnancy 
resource center. We exist to help 
women through their pregnancy  
and supporting both the mother and 
father by providing the following 
services at no charge:

• PREGNANCY TESTS

• LIMITED ULTRASOUNDS

• PHYSICIAN REFERRALS

• ADOPTION INFORMATION

• MATERIAL SERVICES

• POST ABORTIVE SUPPORT

• MOTHERHOOD & 
FATHERHOOD 

EDUCATION & SUPPORT

GRACE PLACE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Pastor Eli Wyatt
Leah Jonas

Bryan Crawford 
Melissa Montoya

Stephanie Grijalva
Patrick Manchester

Kathy Banks (not pictured)
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Finding out that I was pregnant was completely shocking to 
me. I was nervous, scared, and I felt like I wasn’t qualified 
to be a mother. There are no instructions to be a mother. 
I also thought “I’m not financially stable,” “I haven’t 
graduated college,” and “my boyfriend and I don’t have our 
own place.” I want to have a home to raise my baby in and 
not live with ten plus people. 

I was scared to tell anybody, even my boyfriend, Xephoniah.  
Even though he had suspicions about my pregnancy (due 
to my cravings of Oreos and pickles), I just didn’t know how 
he was going to react. I was terrified to tell my mother. My 
anxiety rushed through me and that held me back from 
telling her, so I told my grandma first. My grandma is not 
only my grandma, but like a mom and my best friend. I 
could tell that she was excited. She was so excited that she 
told my grandpa. My mom had a feeling that something 
was going on, like any other moms’ instincts would. She 
had a feeling I was pregnant. When I told her, I could tell 
she was disappointed. She had high hopes and dreams for 
me since I was the baby of three and was attending Santa 
Fe Indian School, a magnificent boarding school for 7th to 
12th graders. But she said she would help in any way she 
could and that put me into tears. My whole life was going 
to change. 

I told my friend Stephanie that I was pregnant, and she 
gladly took me to Grace Place Pregnancy and Health Center.  
She told me that Grace Place is an organization that helps 
mothers. I felt comfortable going with Stephanie because 
she is like a mother figure to me and really supported me.  
I needed that support and I thank God for her. While we 
sat in the waiting area, I was scared and full of anxiety. My 
thoughts were racing … “What will they say?” “Will they 
judge me because I am a young mom?” It was the total 
opposite! The first time I met Lucia a weight was lifted off 
my shoulders. She met with me, showed me around and 
told me all about the services Grace Place offered. I was 
surprised, Grace Place even does ultrasounds! Everyone 

there was so loving, caring and I loved it there. I left that 
day feeling relieved because everyone at Grace Place cared 
about me and my little family.

My whole pregnancy was nerve racking. I was basically 
in emotional distress, constantly worried about my baby 

girl. My pregnancy was considered high risk because my 
cervix was short. I had the fear of my cervix opening in my 
second trimester. To make matters worse, I was working 
as a housekeeper at the hospital. During this time, I was 
also attending parenting classes regularly at Grace Place.  
Although they didn’t eliminate the fears I was having, it 
was nice when I would come in because they were always 
encouraging me and telling me everything was going to be 
ok. They also prayed for me.

As time went on, I had many appointments to monitor my 
baby and my cervix. Not only was I worried, my doctors 
were as well. They were afraid I would miscarry or go into 
preterm labor. At 22 weeks I was put on medical leave 
from work. This whole thing was new to me and nothing 
they told me made sense, as if it were another language. 
I obviously wanted my pregnancy to go full term. I told 
myself that “I am going to ball out in tears when this baby 
is born!”

Even though I was going through all of this, every time 
I would hear my baby’s heartbeat or see her on the 
ultrasound screen move, jump up and down, or suck her 
thumb it was all worth it. I loved watching her when she 
was being difficult for the sonographer. She would melt 
my heart. Words cannot describe my love for her. I first 
learned that I was having a little girl during an ultrasound 
at the Shiprock Hospital. I was so very excited! I just cried 
and told Xephoniah that I could not wait to dress her up 
in cute little clothes, do her hair and even pamper her by 
painting her nails.

Through my pregnancy it made me trust God a lot more. I 
had no choice but to put everything in His hands. Knowing 
that He has a plan for me. He will take care of my little 
family. He will provide for us no matter how hard the road 
may be. He will lay down the path for my family and me.  
Jesus said, “With God all things are possible” (Matthew 
19:26). 

The people at Grace Place immensely care and love every 
individual, every mother, every father and every child. I 
have connected and made friends with loving and caring 
folks. I am so grateful for Grace Place. I learned so much 
through their parenting program. I learned about what 
goes on first, second and the third trimester. All the classes 
prepared me to have this baby. Xephoniah and I also 
earned “baby bucks” for taking the parenting classes and 
doing assignments. With the baby bucks, I was able to get 
maternity clothes as well as other items for my baby girl. 
This place is amazing, and I truly recommend it. Thank you 
God for Grace Place! Today, Xephoniah and I have a happy, 
healthy beautiful 3-month-old baby girl named Xaviera 
Raffaella. Xaviera means bright and splendid. Rafaella 
means God has healed. 

of God

BY:  KAMRYN REINA TAFOYA

Healing
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To know my heart, you must know my story. I am the 3rd 
generation, born and raised right here in Farmington. 
I was a fat happy baby born almost eight years after my 
sister, who was born to teenage parents. In the summer of 
1987, my parents divorced. My mom, sister and I moved 
into a cute house across the street from my elementary 
school and not long after we moved in, I was diagnosed 
with diabetes. I wouldn’t know this until I was older, but my 
mother was told by the doctor that the best thing she could 
do was to not treat me any different. Well, I was treated 
different. My family was more protective. I missed out on 
slumber parties and of course my peers didn’t understand 
and ended up treating me different. However, I did enjoy 
playing sports, dancing and travelling when I was young.

I have always struggled with my mortality. At 8, I considered 
dying. It was around this time that I really remember 
my relationship with GOD starting to form. We were not 
regular church goers until I was about 11 years old, but I 
talked to GOD most nights before drifting off to sleep. You 
see, it was really GOD and my mom that kept me alive. As 
I grew and we learned more about diabetes and all that 
could or would happen, I never really thought that I would 
live long, but I hung on to my dreams of a career and family.  
I started serving others (volunteering) when I was about 12 
years old. I had a passion to help with anything I could. 
I helped at church with communion and Vacation Bible 
School. I tutored other students. I babysat. Over the years, 
this turned into coaching cheerleading, teaching Sunday 
school, raising money and awareness for diabetes, and 
helping with Sunday services. I became someone who was 
reliable and good, so I just continued to get involved in my 
community. As an adult, diabetes is still not an excuse and 
I live to the fullest. However, not having children has been 
a heart wrenching, overwhelming, conscious decision that 
I often regret. This was not a decision that was made lightly 
or sometimes even by my own choice but diabetes and 
all the worries that brings for both mom and baby won. 
Why not adoption you may ask, well frankly, it’s just too 
expensive and fraught with its own complications. 

At 22, the Lord released me from a deep pit of depression. 
A soothing peace filled me as I was given this revelation; If 
God is gracious enough to give me another day then I will 
be gracious enough to get up out of bed and live. Not every 
day is good, but God is and therefore every day is a chance 
for me to be His light.

I was first introduced to Grace Place through their baby 
bottle fundraiser at church. I didn’t really know much about 
them other than they were pro-life, and I could totally get 
behind that. See, I love babies. I have no children of my own 
so if I could help bring life into this world, I was on board. 
A couple of years later, my sister talked me into being a 
church liaison; even if it was so she could compete with me. 
The kick-off for what would be the 2nd Annual Steps4Life, 
was my first real introduction to the organization and the 
work they were doing in our community. I have fallen in 
love with Grace Place. It has given me an outlet for my 
longing to be a mother. I may not have children, but I know 
without a doubt that no matter the circumstances, a baby 
is a blessing. I may not get the blessing of a child, but I can 
be a champion for the little souls who have come to this 
world to bless their birthparents or adoptive parents. 

God gave me a heart of service. I can only hope that others 
see the love and mercy of GOD through my actions and 
witness. My personal life has been messy, like most people, 
but there is no mess too big that God can’t turn into a 
message. 

I believe that God has a purpose and plan for all of us. 
Jeremiah 29:11 reminds me of this. I could cry out to the 
Lord in anger (and I have) for allowing me to have diabetes 
when I was so little. But you know what, I wouldn’t change 
it. If I look back, this life sentence has helped shape many 
in my life. My sister is a nurse, my parents were forced to 
work together after their divorce, and I have two childhood 
friends that say my diabetes influenced their career choice. 
Our heartaches sometimes are not really for us but to help 
shape those around us. We never know who or how we 
may impact someone else’s story! Serving Grace Place is a 
wonderful way to touch lives without them ever knowing. 

BY:  JAMIE MEAD

Jamie  Mead: 
Grace Place Volunteer
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I genuinely gave my heart to the Lord, when I was 15 
years old. I was two months pregnant with my daughter 
Gabrielle. I traveled to Indiana with our Pastor and Youth 
Pastor to attend a weeklong youth camp. We were gone 
for 3 weeks. While at the youth retreat many messages 
were shared. To this day, I remember two of the titles. One 
was “How to Break Your Mothers Heart” and the other was 
“One More Night with the Frogs.” Sitting there listening 
to the speaker share, I remember talking to myself in my 
head, “Yep, I have done that, I have broken my mothers’ 
heart. Yep, I am not ready to commit my whole life to the 
Lord.” At that point, I realized that I didn’t want my child 
to see me live in sin, no matter what. I wanted my child to 
experience a better life than I had as a child. I wanted my 
child to know the Lord and have no part of evil. So, in May 
1992, I made a commitment to serve God, no matter what!

Over the years, I have been able to see the importance 
of having a strong support system in my own life. I feel 

very fortunate that God blessed me with a family that has 
supported me in everything. I feel an overwhelming desire 
to support places like Grace Place. Grace Place provides 
the kind of support that I was given by my family to the 
community at large especially for those that do not get 
the support from their families. This is very important to 
God’s work on the Earth because many will never step into 
a church to hear the word. Some will only hear the word of 
God by seeing it shared with them through ministries like 
Grace Place. 

Grace Place has been a part of my family’s life for over 
10 years now. We have felt led to support this ministry 
because we feel Grace Place plays a vital role in God’s work 
in this community and we are also able to care for some of 
the children Grace Place saves. God has blessed many with 
an anointing to minister to families. My family and I also 
have a heart to serve and help families while spreading the 
gospel.

In our community of Bloomfield, there were no licensed 
childcare facilities in 2007. Families relied on family 

theLove
CHILDREN

BY:  CRYSTAL JACQUEZ-AGUILAR
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and friends to watch their children. For families with no 
relatives in the area, they were forced to drive 10 to 20 
minutes away to neighboring towns to find childcare for 
their children. This was very time consuming as well as 
expensive for families. 

God began working in my heart the summer of 2007. I was 
really feeling led to do something to help families. I was 
not sure what I could do to help, so I continued to pray 
and seek God. Fortunately, in the fall of 2007, God led me 
to open a home daycare and to call it, Love the Children 
Learning Center. I started as a registered home able to care 
for six children. Four months later, I applied for a license to 
care for twelve children and filled up within the month. The 
home daycare stayed full three and a half years and the 
income provided for me and paid wages for two employees.

In 2011, my own children started entering junior high 
and high school. So, I decided it was time to close the 
home daycare and look for other employment. I gave all 
my daycare families a six-week notice to find other care. 
During this process, I contacted a local daycare owner. I 
shared with her my plans and she listened. At the end of 
my story, she asked me if I would consider staying open if 
I could get the daycare out of my house. This sparked my 
curiosity, and I told her maybe why? She went on to offer 
me an alternative to my dilemma. What if you buy out one 
of my daycare facilities and move your home daycare out 
of your home and into the facility. She presented me with 
an offer that had entirely no risk on my part. After lots of 
prayer and speaking with my parents and grandmother, I 
decided to take her up on her offer. 

The new center was licensed for 42 children, and it filled 
up within three to four months and had a waiting list. In 
the spring of 2012, I started looking around town for a 
building that would work well for a second daycare. I found 
a building that was affordable, but unlike the first building 
this one was not move in ready. This building would take 

some remodeling work to get in to. We spent a little over 
a year remodeling it ourselves to meet state regulations 
and our own needs. The building was basically gutted. 
All that was left were the walls, roof and concrete floor. 
We put in a new ceiling, new plumbing, new heating and 
air conditioning, new doors, new electric and fixtures, 
new bathrooms and a new kitchen area. We painted the 
floors and walls. It was unrecognizable when we finished. 
We opened the doors the summer of 2013. The Big Kids 
Center was licensed for 38 children. That same summer we 
started the food program through the USDA and set up a 
small kitchen at both schools to prepare meals on site for 
the children.

God continues stretching us and growing us larger and 
larger. In the summer of 2015, the bakery that was 
preparing our hot foods announced that they were closing 
by the fall. Again, God moved and allowed us to purchase 
the bakery to house our food program. It was not in my 
plans to manage the bakery but the manager we hired 
bailed the first month, so I ended up stepping in. This was 
a lot for me when added to my already full plate from the 
two daycares. I prayed and asked God each day to give me 
strength to carry this cross. Some days were harder than 

others, but God carried all of us through this season. After 
two years I finally told my husband that I just couldn’t do 
it anymore. We started looking for a building that could 
fit the two daycares with a kitchen, so we could close the 
bakery. There were no buildings in Bloomfield that had 
everything we required. We expanded our search and 
contacted a realtor. 

We looked at a few buildings in Bloomfield and Aztec. We 
found a building that we could remodel to meet our needs 
and put earnest money down. As we began taking steps 

Grace Place has been a part of 
my family’s life for over 10 years 
now. We have felt led to support 
this ministry because we feel 
Grace Place plays a vital role in 
God’s work in this community and 
we are also able to care for some 
of the children Grace Place saves. 
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towards purchasing the building, God brought information 
to the surface that kept us from making a very big mistake. 
The building was in a flood plain and had flooded many 
times over the past 30 years. We backed out of the deal 
and later found a building in Aztec that met our needs. This 
building would take us in a much different direction, but 
God’s ways are not always our ways. We put a deposit down 
on a 5-year lease. We began the renovation process the fall 
of 2017. We were able to close the bakery in December 
2017 and open the new kitchen in Aztec January 2018. The 
actual school renovations took us longer than expected 
pushing our opening date back to February 20, 2018.

We opened and were licensed for 63 at the Aztec site. We 
applied for FOCUS within a few months and were able to 
get Verified for our 3-Star in May 2019, our 4-Star in June 
2019 and our 5-Star in August 2019. It usually takes most 
centers years to get accredited at 5-Star, but with God’s 
grace we were able to get our accreditation within 18 
months.

God has a plan for the daycares, just as he has a plan for 
Grace Place. We are honored to be a part of what He is 
doing in the Four Corners Community. He loves children 
and families and wants them to hear His word through His 
people.
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When you support Grace Place 
Pregnancy and Health Center, you help 
us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to a 
broken world. Consider the facts:

• Approximately 45% of New Mexico 
woman who give birth, do so after 
an unintended pregnancy.

• 57% of babies born in San Juan 
County are to single women.

• In America, 1 baby is aborted every 
25 seconds, making it the leading 
cause of death in our country.

• In 2010, 47% of women in America 
said that their pregnancy was 
unintended. 4 out of 10 of these 
were terminated by abortion.

• In 2014, 59% of women in America 
who chose abortion had at least 1 
previous birth.

• Women who visit Grace Place for 
their pregnancy test often comment 
that “they were grateful someone 
was there to listen to them and not 
judge.”

• The families who have been involved 
in our Earn While You Learn Program 
often say “The ladies at Grace Place 
are like family to us.”

Our caring staff and volunteers serve 
our clients day to day through a variety 
of services, which cost our clients 
absolutely nothing, thanks to the 
generous support of our donors.

Grace Place offers unconditional care 
and support through the following 
services:

• Free pregnancy tests

• Pregnancy options education and 
support

• 24-hour phone hotline

• Limited Ultrasound

• Classes and Education
	 - Prenatal
	 - Labor & Delivery
	 - Parenting (up to 2 years old)
	 - Abstinence
	 - Fatherhood Program

• Material Services, i.e. diapers, baby 
clothes, cribs

• Post Abortive Bible Study/Support

As a volunteer or donor you are 
participating with us to love the 
women and babies of San Juan County 
unconditionally.

As a volunteer or donor you have the 
opportunity to offer hope to those who 
feel they have no hope.

As a volunteer or donor you are helping 
to save the lives of future generations.

Sources for statistics used: New Mexico 
Department of Health and the Center for 
Disease Control & Prevention.

lovereach serve

Love and

ENCOURAGEMENT
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Specific Ways You Can Help:
• Donate new or gently used baby clothes.

• Donate diapers and wipes.

• Donate your time as a client advocate.

• Donate your time as a fundraising volunteer.

• Donate your time helping in the office.

• Monetary contributions.

ENCOURAGEMENT
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Turn on the news and it’s easy to find stories and features 
regarding the issue of life. There are so many presidential 
candidates showing their support for abortion-on-demand 
up until, and even beyond, a child’s birth. Some states are 
moving to “codify” Roe v. Wade, passing liberal abortion 
laws which might have shocked many of the justices who 
gave us Roe in 1973. At the same time, other states are 
passing laws to directly challenge Roe, setting off massive 
boycotts and unhinged rhetoric.

What about us? How does this affect those who visit Grace 
Place Pregnancy and Health Center? While we occasionally 
hear one of our clients bring up something, they noticed 
in the media regarding the life issue, the simple truth is, 
decisions in Washington or in state houses across the 
country are rarely on the radar of those we see.

Those who come in our door are often hurting over a 
relationship, struggling with their own situations and trying 
to figure out, “What do I do now?” They are not worried 

about what the Supreme Court may decide—or not 
decide—in the future. Because right now, she (and often 
he, too) is in a crisis. Right now, she needs answers. Right 
now, she needs someone who will listen, who is ready to 
take her by the hand and walk through the storm with her, 
who will bring hope to what seems a hopeless situation.

This is our calling. This is our mission at-hand. What goes on 
in Washington or in our state house certainly impacts our 
work—no doubt about it. But as speculation and rhetoric 
swirls about us, our next steps are as clear today as the day 
we opened our doors 30 years ago. We reach out to those 
in a frighteningly difficult situation. We offer life-affirming 
hope. We share the love of Christ. We bring practical help. 
We stand beside those who call on us and we encourage 
them. It’s what we do.

Many—if not all of us—can look back on our lives and find 
a moment where someone encouraged us; a seemingly 
small moment which achieved great impact on our journey 
in this thing called life.

Our ministry, in its simplest terms, is one of love and 

BY: HEATHER FAVERINO

at a TIME for30ONE LIFE YEARS

BY: HEATHER FAVERINO

Encouraging
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encouragement. Ours is not to argue, to debate or to direct. 
No, we’re about encouragement. For some who come in 
our door, all they need is for someone to say, “You can do 
this.” And they choose life. For others, we go the next step; 
offering, “And we will be with you every step of the way.” 
Many of these too, choose life.

There are many factors involved, of course. We’re not 
trying to over-simplify what we do. But at our core, we 
are encouragers. At our core, we are those who come 
alongside; who roll up our sleeves and get messy if we 
need to do so.

But guess what? When you pray for this work, you pray 
for those we see. When you give financially to us, you give 
to them. And when you have a kind word to share with 
any involved in this work you not only encourage us, but 
also encourage all who need us. Together then, we are 
encouragers. Together, we build up and come alongside.  
If anyone wishes to know why Grace Place Pregnancy 
and Health Center has been successful in reaching out to 
those, we see for 30 years, the answer is in the one word, 
“encouragement.”

Just as Paul wrote in Hebrews 3:13; “But encourage one 
another day after day,” this is who we are and what we seek 
to accomplish as we fulfill the mission. As we go forward, 
let’s keep encouraging—and changing the world, one life 
at a time.
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Client Notes to Donors 

God knew what He was doing when He 
sent me to you. I love so many things 
about Grace Place. The first things is the 
love and support that I have been lucky 
enough to gain here. The second is the 
ability to learn through the program. This 
place has saved me in so many ways. 
I am beyond grateful . Grace Place you 
have been my saving grace and I love 
you all very much.  

- Ariel

I love everything about Grace Place!  
Every staff member has been so 
kind and helpful . It feels like we 
are with family. I feel supported.  
Best and most helpful place during 
pregnancy. I appreciate all of you.

- Momma To Be
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Client Notes to Donors 



22 23

Free Quotes  
Auto 
Home  

Renters 

Life 
Motorcycle 

Landlord / Rental 
Properties 

Business
Umbrella 

Recreational 
Pet Insurance

MANCHESTER AGENCY
4801 North Butler Ave, Suite 7102  •  Farmington, NM 87401

Phone: 505.325.7900  •  Fax: 505.564.8404
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Nancy Lindsay
Client Services Support

Dianna Hamilton
Development Manager

Lucia Saunders
Client Services Manager

Heather Faverino
Executive Director

Shelena Heath
Administrative Assistant (Not Pictured)

Hannah Begay
Marketing & Media

Dixie Roberts, MSN, RN
Nurse Manager 

Jana VanderHoven, RDMS
Sonographer




